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In June 19h8, the North Korean government set up a national office ey 
the Tan Nok (Tentalua)( dy * y ) Ttine,* under the Ministry of Indus i 

The office engaged in exploitation of tantalum in the second district, Haksa- — 
ri (127-26, 3815), Kuchvaenyon (127-28, 38-10}, Kumhwa County, Mangwor. ‘he 
mining methecs used were to dynamite quarts from the mountains and then crush 
the quartz reck in order to extract the particles of tantalum from the broken 
surfaces. According tc a technician engaged in the work, the tantalum was 
very fine, and 500 workers could extract only two or three matchboxes fullx+ 
in a 15-day period. 

The entire output of the mine was carried by the manager of the mining 

office in person to the office of the Itinistry of Industry in Pyongyang. 

The tantalum was reported to be valued at several hundred thousand North 
Korean won per kilogram. The miners believed thet their entire production 

was exported to the USoK. 


In May 1950, in response to a directive from the Ministry of Indus try the 
mine suddenly suspended its operations on tantalum. It continued to be 
called the Tantalum Line, but the office expleined to the mine workers that 
it would now cxpleit berylliun,#+# which was important for the manufacture 
of atomic bombs, Mining operations were initiated in the mountainous areas 
of ChEL (4 cal Z\ > vonnam-myon (227-38, 30~18), Kumhwa County: Tanoke 
; ), Sangso=nyon (127-38, 30=12), Hwachon County; and Chadunc-nt 
eels 5-08), Sommyon (127-25, 36-09) , Karka County. The quantities of 
berylliwa at these sites and in Q ther portions of Kangwon Province is con=- 
sidered inexhaustible. 
XN 
% each of these sites, about three times as many workers were ezployed as 
had been engaged in tantalum exploitation. Local North Korean Labor Party 
cells drafted the poorer formers forcibly to work in the mines. 4b Tamokeni 
there were about 15,000 workers daily, over a thousaud at Chadunc-ni, and 
over 5,000 at Kaemja-ri. Avproximately fifty administrative personnel were 
attached to each mine. 


The method of extracting bemylliwn was similar to that used for tantaluns: — 
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the mountuin sides were dynanited ané the chunks of rock thus disledced were 
collected. In this case, hovevor, no breaking up of chunks was undertaken, 

but the rocks as they avpeared after dmani tin: wore collected and placec in 
straw bags. ALL »reduction was sipped to Pyongyang daily, and workers were 
therefore unable to form an estimate of the amount of material actually handled. 
the berylliua was valued at 900 North Korean won per IcLlogran tise 


In order to raise production, workers at the mines were oid a fined varr plus 
bonus for overtime and for large output. The average waze was 1590 North Korean 
wonkt## per month, and in adcition workers were civen adequate quantities of 
rice and other nececscitics for diving. 


Cnoeration of the beryliion mines continued uninterrupted even by UT air raids. 


sorsers were forcibly mobilized for the mines after the air raids com-encac, 
and production : stopped only when the UN forces were about to capture the orea. 


sxnLloitation of monagite depcsits wos carricd on in South Pyongan Pers ovince in 
Taecong County (avroxinatoly L2b—hh, 39—11) and on the Sunan River (212 
3912) y an Ihvanchae <rovince in cinchon vounty (asmrominately Leb~22, BbeZ5 } 
ANE sounby (aqaroxinat~Ly 125-26, 30-35), Changyon vow “iby fan oroxinately 
12o-17, 33-07), Tonerurne (1267, 35~L1) , vonghwa Cour iy (a; sproxbiately 
125<12, Zoehe) > and Uliyul county f: (approxinately L25@15, 33-29) § and in North 
Py npan Province in Cholsan County (anproxi: nabely Lab, 29-l5), Uigu (12.52 2 
Woel2), Tasace (12b56, 351) s Vansi (125—1h, 39-53), Yancst (12u~25, 39-50), 
Kanceye (126436, hoe55}, Yongbyon County (ap: spoxinately 125. 36 iOm3) y fyohy ong 
san (126—13, 39-55), Taechon County (an, proxinately 128.00, 30-49) , an Unsart 
Courty (apprexinately 125-52, 10-06) « The most produc bice vorion was Cholsan 
County, but suoolies of ronazite gand are said toe be incxhausbible on elmost 
all rivers in North Korea. 


Tre method of exploitation wes for all farmers and lavorers, mile an? Lenale 3 
im a siven area to be wootlized at a selected site enc river anc worl: the 

band in the area. Three mothods of handling vere used: sifting the cry sand 
through rouch sieves; pouring wet sand through cloth so that the water drainnd 
out and the san’ remaineds and usine motors for water cleaning. The most 
commonly eployad method was the first. In addition te the mobilized labor, 
personnel from North Korean Labor fart EPOUDS and SoGLal anc political orrani- 
zations ratheved in various localities aryl workec over monacite cand Saale 
ror exes a designated numoer of the people of Gunmen would asser 
and work wax SLL they had accurulated a sets guantcLoy of monasite. Ther 
parties anc the regular explcitation cor: tinued fron early Joho until 
oF jvagust 1950, when the work was stooped because of UN air raids, 


the general headquarters ror conasite exploitation was che Mining Control 
porest oe the winistry of Incustry, in Gunigvoeri, Pyencans. It was formed 

n 19h9 ag a circet resnonsibili iy” of KT. Chiaek, then Liinister of Incustry. 
‘the manbes of laborers and the amount of orecustion uncer this bureau Ae ute 
Wmlown because of tae general varticipati fon in wonagite vork. ALL monas: 
products were packed in straw or hews bags, of LO kKilocrans each, ard OE 
ported to the USSR, some by plane (fron Pyoncyang), come by shin frei 
and vhon ji n. It or 5 estimated that aporowimatecly 9 sG00,0% ¢ Uap ibis ae 
nonaZzite were sivipjsed to the USSR during igko and owes Ste Gk) @cpecncrrk: was 
believed to haves been made with the USSR et the end of 1943 that the North 
Koreans would receive tanks (at what rate cf compensation was uninown) in 
return for the nonagite. KT! ontaex, who was one of the North Korean arty 
which concluded the agreement in Moeseav, returned to Pyronryencg in early TOU y 
and 400 Soviet tanks arrived Jron the USSR ab the end of Feoruary,  UJiege vere 
formec into the 105 Tank Treo at fanea-ri, Pyongyang: . 
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